TIME FOR LYME™ at the Lymelight
               April 26, 2003

     Save the Date

 TIME FOR LYME™

     At the Lymelight
Saturday, April 26, 2003 at the Hyatt Regency, Greenwich, Connecticut 

The Greenwich Lyme Disease Task Force (GLDTF), affiliate of the Lyme Disease Association (LDA) will host its second Connecticut gala benefit on Saturday, April 26, 2003 at the Hyatt Regency of Greenwich in Greenwich, Connecticut. TIME FOR LYME At the Lymelight will benefit Lyme disease education and research including the establishment and endowment of the Columbia University Lyme Disease Research Center -- the first of its kind in the country.

    TIME FOR ENTERTAINMENT

TIME FOR LYME At the Lymelight will be attended by Dr. Brian Fallon, Associate Professor of Clinical Psychiatry at Columbia University College of Physicians and Surgeons and the future director of the Columbia Lyme Disease Research Center.  Governor John G. Rowland is Honorary Chair of the event, and Senator Christopher J. Dodd will be attending.  During the evening, the GLDTF and LDA will present the Senator with the Time for Lyme Outstanding Service Award for his advocacy of national Lyme disease legislation.

 The evening will consist of a cocktail reception followed by a fabulous dinner, live and silent auctions, and dazzling entertainment. More than five hundred people from the Tri-State area are expected to attend the gala, and tickets will be priced from $350 to $2,500.  The event co-chairs are Julia Knox, Cindy Rinfret and William Bainbridge Steele. 

The elegant Hyatt Regency of Greenwich will be the setting for this special evening, and William Bainbridge Steele will transform the Hyatt Ballroom into a fun disco setting…  The Lymelight Club a la Greenwich. 

TIME FOR FUNDING RESEARCH

Lyme disease is the most prevalent vector-borne disease in the United States. In 1982 (the first year the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reported statistics), 491 cases of Lyme disease were reported in eleven states.  From 1992-1998, nearly 90,000 cases from forty-nine states and the District of Columbia were reported.  In the year 2000 alone, cases of Lyme disease reported to the Centers for Disease Control increased by eight percent from the previous reporting period, representing only a fraction of the actual cases of Lyme disease due to under reporting in Lyme-endemic areas.  It is estimated that nearly one million cases of Lyme disease have occurred in the United States alone since 1982, and Lyme disease is present in over eighty countries including Sweden, Germany, Japan, the United Kingdom, Russia, China and France.  

Tick populations are increasing, and ticks that once harbored the bacteria for Lyme disease may now also carry ehrlichia, babesia, bartonella or other diseases that are serious and dangerous to humans. Because of this, the American Red Cross has recently amended its donor guidelines to disallow blood donations from individuals who have had Lyme disease or other tick-borne diseases. 

A delay in diagnosis and appropriate treatment of Lyme disease can lead to chronic infection and can cause multi-systemic problems in the body. Chronic Lyme disease can cause cardiac, arthritic, neurological and rheumatologic impairments and can be difficult to diagnose and treat. Diagnostic difficulties exist in part because of the absence of a test for active infection, the unreliability of current testing, co-infection and the role it plays in treatment, and the need for further research into the pathology of tick-borne illness. 

The Lyme Disease Association and the Greenwich Lyme Disease Task Force are dedicated to funding research that will enable the medical and scientific communities to promptly recognize and treat Lyme disease in its earliest and most treatable stage, and to find answers for those suffering with chronic disease. To that end, the two organizations are partnering with Columbia University Medical Center to create an endowed Lyme disease research center, the first of its kind in the world.  On March 22, 2002 the LDA and GLDTF were honored by Columbia at a luncheon commemorating the first donation of $690,000 toward the Columbia Lyme Disease Research Center (the Center requires $3 million to be fully operational). 

 Tick-borne illness is epidemic in many communities, and funds for research are needed now. We hope that you will support our work and share our dream of curing Lyme disease. With your help, our children and our grandchildren will no longer have to fear the ravages of a disease that can rob them of their childhood. 




   TIME FOR THANKS

We sincerely thank our sponsors of the upcoming event: Day, Berry & Howard, LLC; Greenwich Capital Markets, Inc.; Greenwich Hospital; Grey Goose Vodka; LadyBugDesigns; Tiffany & Co. of Greenwich; UBS Warburg; U.S. Trust Company of Connecticut; William Bainbridge Steele Floral Design. 
The Greenwich Lyme Disease Task Force, Inc. is a Greenwich-based not-for-profit organization founded by concerned individuals having personal experience with the ravages of undiagnosed Lyme disease. The organization is an affiliate of the Lyme Disease Association with which it partners its educational, research and political efforts. The GLDTF and LDA have attracted broad support from government officials, corporations, health care professionals, foundations and individuals. For further information about GLDTF, Lyme disease or the Time for Lyme at the Lymelight Club event tickets and sponsorships, call 203-969-1333.
The Greenwich Lyme Disease Task Force is a registered non-profit organization. Contributions are tax deductible to the full extent allowable by law.

