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‘October 18, 2002
‘Dear Friends,

The event this evening at the Sky Club is meant to be a joyous social event supporting Lyme
disease research, and in particular, the creation of the Lyme disease research center at Columbia
University. Let us take the energy of this celebration as a means to focus even more acutely on
Lyme disease and its suffering victims.

‘Many here have seen first hand the ravages inflicted upon victims and their families as they
struggle to get diagnosed and treated, and often, to overcome the stigma of Lyme disease. Society
does not seem to hold out a helping hand to these people, and they are often branded as
hypochondriacs or diagnosed with syndromes that have no known origin. Thus, they often go
without the necessary treatment, and their families watch helplessly as they sink further and
further into a physical and mental morass from which their appears little hope of rescue.

The Lyme Disease Association, LDA, and its affiliate, The Greenwich Lyme Disease Task
Force, GLDTF, want to help families in that struggle, and that is the reason they have partnered
with Columbia to open this center. Under the direction of Dr. Brian Fallon, noted Lyme disease
researcher and Assistant Professor of Clinical Psychiatry at Columbia, the Center’s ultimate goal
will be to hire knowledgeable researchers and create opportunities for in-patient study.

Although those working and recreating outdoors are at the greatest risk for the disease, anyone
can acquire it anywhere, anytime, and simple pleasures we take for granted, can increase that risk.
We cannot stop our lives because of the disease, but we can and should study every aspect of
prevention, diagnosis and treatment. Knowledge is power, and we can use that power to stop
the spread of the disease and alleviate the suffering of those who are already infected.

‘Opening the center requires a commitment of financial resources, and the LDA and GLDTF need

our help. We need to support them in any way we can. From the bottom of my heart, I thank
you for your commitment. It is inspirational and gives us all hope.

Sincerely,
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Mary McDonnell, actress .
National Spokesperson, Lyme Disease Association.




